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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN. OPENING 1975 
SCHUETZENFEST - HAHNDORF - 11/1/75 
Mr. Diestel-Feddersen, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
There's no invitation I accept more quickly or 
more gratefully than one from the South Australian German 
Association to come to the SchiEtzenfest. 
This is the eleventh they've organised and the 
only time I've missed one I had what must be admitted to 
be a pretty good excuse - I was in Germany. 
Two things are constant at every Schuetzenfest: 
the thousands of people who come here have a good time 
and they don't want to listen to long speeches. 
The Schuetzenfest is a great South Australian 
institution and a great South Australian German institution 
Our German heritage is of course a very strong one 
and one of which we're very proud. 
It began virtually with settlement and it's had a 
profound effect on our development. The distinctive 
regional foods, beer style and our superb wines all 
reflect this but they're just the tip of the iceberg. 
There's no area of our community activity -
economic, cultural or social - that hasn't been enriched 
by people of German descent. 
We had one particular example of all these things 
this year — the contribution of new German talent through 
superb wines to South Australian development when Mr. 
Wolf Blass, took the Jimmy Watson medal - the premier 
Australian award - in Melbourne this year. 
As Australians we are one, united nation. 
But within it we are a richly diverse people. 
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2. 
And that's a very good thing - one we should all 
be intensely proud of and one we should do all we can 
to encourage. 
We're a multicultural society - drawing on the 
experience and life-style of people from every country in 
Europe and many of those of Asia, as well as the original 
Australians. 
We're all richer as a result. 
The Schuetzenfest is just one example - but a fine 
one - of how one group of Australians can, through showing 
off their own heritage, give pleasure to us all. 
! Certainly it's an approach the State Government 
wants to foster. 
We think that diversity is of enormous benefit to 
us all. 
It's why we're now encouraging the changing to their 
original style of the Barossa Valley German place names 
that were changed in the bitterness of the , n,„ ; 1914-18 years. 
It's proposed to change some eight names - Mount 
Kitchener will again be Kaiserstuhl, Dimchurch will go back 
to Neukirch, Kabminye to Krondorf, and so on. 
The Geographical Names Board will be meeting this 
week to consider formal objections to the proposal. 
Obviously I can't and wouldn't wish to anticipate the 
Board's decision. 
But I would say that I think it reflects the fact 
that South Australians are indeed proud of the multi-
national background and want to relish rather than ignore 
it that only a handful of objections have been lodged. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
As I said this isn't the occasion for a protracted 
speech. 
Again, thank you^ Mr. President for inviting me 
and on behalf of everyone here our thanks to you and your 
Association for once again organising a great Schuetzenfest. 
It now gives me very real pleasure formally to 
declare Schuetzenfest 197 5 open and to name this year's 
Shooter King and Queen. 
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